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. O" DEAR, those prophets. On both sides of the political fence would-be Isaiahs have 
been picturing the composition of the next Parliament.’ Their predictions are based - 
either upon the result of the Australasian elections or on the South Bradford contest. 


What rubbish we have read and heard in the past few weeks. The successes of. the 
‘anti-Labour forces “down under” do not mean that a swing to the Right is taking place 
in the international field. (It is, incidentally, only a few weeks since the Tory press 
: played down the Labour victory in Norway.) ‘And the Government’s win in Yorkshire 
does not mean that our return to Westminster with a, majority is a foregone conclusion. 

Let’s take another look at the figures. Omitting the proxy votes still to come in, 
the position in Australia is that 46.8 per cent. of the electorate~supportéed Labour 
compared to 49.7 in 1946. The Liberal and Country Parties polled 49.5 as against 
- 43.5 per cent. three years ago. 


So, far from their being any landslide (as suggested by a new Parliament of 16 
Labour, 75 Liberal and Country Party), the actual swing over in votes amounted to only’ 
a small percentage of the total. The real reason for Labour’s defeat—apart from 
certain election issues such as petrol rationing—lies in a redistribution which, to say 
the least, favoured the Opposition. 


In New Zealand too there was no landslide. In a Parliament of 70. seats Labour still 
holds 34 as against 42 previously. 


| And now, back home to Bradford, where two significant facts emerge. Firstly, that 
_ Labour’s 1945 vote of more than 24,000 fell by just over a thousand. Secondly, that 
the anti-Labour vote also showed a drop—although to a lesser degree. 


What conclusion can the objective observer draw from this overall picture? That 
overseas, as at home, we have a core of solid support which fluctuates only to a small 
degree.- Thus ends the myth of the ‘landslide.’ 


»One can paint some interesting pictures in conjecturing the situation’ if voting in 
Great Britain was compulsory, as it isin Australia. But in the absence of that position, 
desirable or otherwise, we are wasting time in pondering on it. The task facing us, the 
task which, if accomplished, can win us the General Election, is to achieve through: 
our organisation the effect of a compulsory vote—a 100 per cent, poll of Labour 
supporters. 

There it is. The speeches, the policies, the handbills, and what have you, all serve 
their purpose, but at this stage of the drama the final scene will make or mar the 

~ production. Draw confidence from Bradford by all means—but reject complacency. 

Go into the fight as if we had lost those 35 by-elections and not won them, The future 
of Britain now liés with you—our key workers. 


10s : 
ALL have : 
makes greater slaves of us than 
be. Often, for the sake of a few 
oments thoughtful planning we waste 
urs and we give ourselves much need- 
less worry. by oe 
“We must always be on our guard to pre- 
vent this human weakness from creeping 
‘into the Party Office, where it soon settles 
down and takes a lot of shifting. Here, 
time is precious, and slip-shod methods, 
_ like their near relative procrastination, are 
thieves of time. Efficient office organisa- 
tion is such an important aspect of Party 
organisation that we cannot afford to 
A ignore it. 
‘Time Waster 
' Let us start with the job of filing, the 
neglect of which wastes more time in most 
offices than anything else. That pile of 
-_. papers tucked away in the corner, collect- 
ing dust and making the place untidy. 
What is the good of it? When something 
is wanted, precious time is wasted turning 
over this and that, and looking here, there, 
- and’ everywhere. The obvious thing is to 
file them—if they are worth saving—other- 
wise to put them in the salvage sack. 
Methodical filing of all correspondence 
_ and other papers is one of the essentials 


~ for efficiency in the Party. But remem- | 


ber, the system employed does not count 
so much as the will to. make it work. 
Having tried numerous systems I can say 
that the worst of them were better than 
none, and the most simple systems were 
invariably the most effective. 


Ii you are one of those who has a system, 
but who finds it difficult to keep up-to- 
date with the filing, or who cannot find 
anything you need right away, then check 
up on your method. The trouble is gen- 
erally one of two things, Firstly, ask your- 
self if you are being fair to your system; 
do you approach the job methodically? 
Secondly, is the system sufficient to meet 
your needs or have you made it too elab- 
orate and complicated? In this matter it 


n short, is your filing system the best possible you satisfied 
Il be interested in this article by the Secretary-Agent to Hornchurch D 
llen was previously a Cost Accountant, and he is recognised as an exper 
efficiency methods. Make a New Year resolution to put his suggestions in 


a lazy streak ‘ which | 


; Ate 
is usually the human element, rather that 
the system, which is at fault. 
Particularly for the benefit of those 
have no system at all, here is how I set = 
about the task in my own office. I ke 
a separate folder for all matters of a | 
nature, and a tag holds the-papers together 
in each folder. With these tags it is — 
necessary to punch only one- hole in each — 
sheet in the top left-hand corner. This is __ 
best done with a stationer’s plier-type 
single hole perforator. ‘ ia s. 
Simple Equipment a a 
That is all the equipment we need—apart _ 
from. the filing cabinet. Whilst a good — 
steel filing cabinet is a great asset, it can 
be dispensed with by making a wooden | 
box, preferably with a lid to keep out the © 
dust. Good manilla folders, with tabs on 
which to write the file number and name, 
cosi: about 32s. per hundred; the tags will - 
cos: about 2s.; and a first-class perforator 
can be bought for 8s., or there is a cheaper _ 
type at 3s. 6d. Thus, a good filing system 
can be installed for a figure in the region _ 
of £2. . STs 
Each file is numbered in such a way — 
that files which are related are kept close — 
together—this is a great aid in filing. A 
list of all files, whether ‘Current’ or — 
‘Closed’, is kept near the cabinet in which — 
the current files are held. As and when — 
a new file is opened its number and-details 
of contents are entered on this list — 
immediately. The following, which is the — 
actual list of Current Correspondence Files 
in my own Party Office, may serve as a 
guide: a 
to Circular Letters Sent Out. 11 Cran- 
ham Ward. 12 Emerson Park Ward. 
'13 Harold Wood Ward. 14 North West 
Ward. 14/1 N.W. Ward (Institute Com- — 
mittee), 15 Rainham Ward. 16 (a) 
Thameside Ward (North Section). 16 (b) 
Thameside Ward (South Section). 17 
Town Ward. 18 Upminster Ward. 
zo Women’s Sections. 30 League of 
Youth. 40 Affiliated Trade. Union* 


anspor xe 
Regional ‘Council. ~80 Essex Federa- 


tion of LPs. 


92 Meeting Room Bookings. 
_ Bank. 94 N.C.L.C, 

f Files for General Organisation, Flesdha 
_ Organisation, and other matters, are given 
_ three-figure numbers. — 


93 Cw; 


. 
You will notice that the number of 
ay “correspondence files in current use are 


be ee <pt down to an absolute minimum, It 
is a big mistake to make a fetish of open- 


as you really need—but no more. Parallel 
with these Current Files we have a system 
_ of Closed Files which are clearly marked 
and always stored in a separate cabinet 
_ to avoid confusion. 
We have made a habit of going through 
our current files about every six months 
and removing everything that can be 
destroyed or transferred to the closed 
files. This helps to -keep..down in size 
_ those files which are in constant use. 


This is, I think, a simple lay-out which 
can be adapted easily to meet the needs 
of most constituency parties. But to 
attain efficiency something more than the 
‘know-how’ is needed. The main thing is 
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PUBLICITY 
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go Miscellaneous Corres- 
gt Other L.P.s and T.U.s. 


_ ing files for everything. Open as many . 


byte arte 
4 tae 
each se 


aspect of a secretary’s job, and to. 
down to it regularly and methodically. 


allowing them to pile up in trays, 


There is a 


ervey must 
oe recognise the ‘Vital importance "of chise 


get : 
. Avoid such lazy habits as thrusting odd 
papers in drawers and on shelves, or of — 
Believe — 
_ me, I’ve had to fight against these ‘tempta-— 
. tions as much as anybody! 
piace for every letter which comes into the © 


office, if it is to be kept, and ahs place a : 


is in its correct file. 

Matters Pending iy 
Now, 
some like to accumulate in a ‘pending’ 
try—generally matters 
before the next Party meeting. I find it 


better to run through the files just prior 7 


to the meeting and to take along the 


to deal with correspondence which | w 


to be brought . — ; 


complete file if there is anything in it to 


which we must refer, 


matters ‘to be referred to the next meet- 
ing’. In this case make sure that when 
your Party has finished with each item 
that it. is filed away in its own file. 

If there is ever a letter to which you must 
refer at some future date, don’t leave it 
lying about. Make a note of it and its 


file number in your diary, and when the 


date’ arrives you will be sure of laying 
your hands on it at once, _ 


y 
Ye 


Mill x) 


Let us put our specialised eaiticass at your service. 
Posters, Leaflets, Folders, in fact for any printed 


CO-OPERATIVE ART SERVICE LIMITED 


LONDON, W.C.1 
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The alternative 
would be to keep a ‘special folder for all 


BETTER PUBLICITY—4 
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Silk Screen Printing 7 


By P. M. DAVIES 


HE MosT economical method of repro- 
Teer small. quantities of posters, 
bills and paper streamers, is to have them 
printed by the silk screen process. 3 

Silk screen printing is a stencil process. 
The equipment consists of a table on 
which is:mounted a base-board and a 
frame across which silk is stretched very 
tightly. One side of this frame is hinged 
to the base-board so that ‘the former can 
be raised and lowered, much in the man- 
ner in which one might open the cover 
of a book lying on a table. 


Protected by Stencil 

The printing of the design is made 
possible by the fact that the ineffective 
portions (where it is not desired to print) 
are protected by a stencil attached to the 
silk stretched across the frame; and which 
is supported and held in position by this 
silk. 

The job to be printed, such as a sheet 
of paper, card, glass or metal, is placed 
on the base-board. Two of its edges touch 
register guides attached to this board for 
the purpose of keeping the position. of the 
job constant -throughout the printing 
operation. Since the job will be returned 
to exactly the same position each time 
another colour is added, the colours will 
be printed in their correct positions, or 
kept in register, 

The frame, across which is stretched 
the silk supporting the stencil, is then 
lowered on its hinges so that it lies flat 
on the job, Paint is poured on to the space 
at the end of the frame, called the 
fountain-head, and the operator forces this 
through such portions of the design as 
are unprotected by the stencil by means 
of a squeegee. The frame is then raised, 
the job removed, another inserted in 
position, and. the cycle of operations 
repeated. 

Prepare a Layout 

The most suitable subjects for silk screen 
reproduction are line drawings consisting 
of fairly bold designs, for these will only 
require hand-cut stencils either of paper 
or profilm. Whichever method is used a 
full size lay-out should be prepared. 

If profilm is used, this being transparent, 
it will be placed on the full size lay-out 
and the cutter will cut through only the 
top skin of shellac and the support tissue 
of this material. As he works he will 
remove the unwanted portions of the 


/ 
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shellac and tissue and when he has com- 
pleted the cutting of the stencil he will 
place it in contact with the silk, which 
is already stretched across the frame. Heat 
and pressure is then applied, causing the 
shellac and tissue to adhere to the mesh 
of the silk. Finally, a thicker support 
paper, which until now has served the 
purpose of keeping all the floating portions 
of the stencil in position, will be peeled 
off. The stencil will then be ready for 
printing. 

The above remarks apply to stencils de- 
signed to print such things as large line 
illustrations and fairly large lettering. For 
small detail and half-tones, photographic 
stencils must be made and for ese, 
black and white drawings for the line sub- 
jects will be required, just as would be 
the case for letter-press block making. For 
the silk screen reproduction of half-tones, 
the contrasts between the various tones 
should be rather sharp and a lot of middle 
tene should be avoided. 

Other suitable techniques for photo- 
stencils are scraper-board, coarse spatter 
work, pen and ink, stipple and very broken 
dry-brush. A good. forceful design should 
be able to be created with no more than 
three or four colours and it is worth 
remembering that since all emphasis is no 
emphasis, the extra colours should be used 
with care. 

For election advertising, the paints used 
by the screen printer should be poster 
colours for these are inexpensive, and will 
be sufficiently fast to light to last for the 
period of the display. 


The Lettering 


The first requirement of the lettering will 
bez legibility combined with force: for the 
pester must catch the eye and, having 
dene so, must be easy to read. To get 
over the message a forceful party slogan 
will be useful, especially if it is an allitera- 
tion or an easily remembered rhyme. 

For small quantities of posters or bills, 
such as would be required for a local 
campaign, the screen process is the most 
economical method of printing. This is 
because the cost of making the necessary 
stencils is not so great as the cost of 
making either letterpress blocks or litho ~ 
piates. Any number of posters between 
twenty-five and two thousand can usually 
be produced more cheaply by the silk 
screen process than by any other. 
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- turn the subject to the food front. 
_ particularly pleased therefore that the 


? 
» 


| ieee PROPAGANDIsTS have, for nearly five 
ih, years, been exploiting the world food 
shortage for political gain. The result, as 
_ every canvasser will confirm, is that Mrs. 
‘Britain, when canvassed, will inevitably 


I was 


latest booklet in Reynolds News’ ‘Fact’ 


‘one in your waistcoat pocket. 


series is dealing with just this topic. At 
the price of one penny it is a wonderful 
bargain. There is information on every- 
thing from bulk buying to subsidies. Put 
It'll be 
useful. 


URTHER TO MY REMARKS about active 
veterans (see this column August, Sep- 
tember, October) I hear that the oldest 
Labour woman in Pembrokeshire has just 


celebrated her 87th birthday, She is Mrs. 


Ann John, of Crundale, whose husband, 
.~ Tom John, was one of the founders of 


. about 


the County Party and, at 86, is still an 
active worker. Congratulations to Mrs. 
John on her birthday, and to both these 


‘fine old people on their record of service 


to the Movement. May they long con- 
tinue to inspire Pembrokeshire’s younger 
workers. 


HE BOROUGH ENGINEER’S department at 

Southend-on-Sea has designed and 
constructed a model portable polling 
Station. It can be erected within a, few 
hours for a cost comparable to that of a 
hired hall. The station cost {70 to make. 
With suitable premises often hard to 


‘obtain this may be the answer to the 


difficulty of providing suitable facilities 
for all corners of a voting area. 


HAT BRIGHT MONTHLY, the Surrey & 
Middlesex Clarion, is telling this story 
Spelthorne agent W. Francis. 
Calling on a member recently he got out 
of his car complete with the little black 
bag in which he carries his correspon- 
dence. As he entered the-gate the woman 
from the next house dashed out franti- 
cally waving her arms and shouting— 
‘Not that house, doctor—in here!’ 


Talking about our locals reminds me 
that Withington C.L.P. has launched a 
monthly with a guaranteed 10,000 
circulation. sLabour News, as it is called, 
is obviously. destined to go places. 


Chosen at Random 


By DEREK AGNEW ~- py? 


So EVANS, M.P. for Wednesbury, has 
issued a fine brochure as an introduc- 
tion to the electors of Willenhall and 
Wednesfield who have been brought into 
his new Parliamentary Division. The cover 
has a photograph of the Member super- 
imposed on a wash drawing of the Houses 
of Parliament. It is a half-tone job 
printed in two colours, sepia and green. 
The text is particularly well written and 
the whole is a most enterprising produc- 


tion. It was, incidentally, printed by 
Blackfriars Press — printers for the 
Organiser. : 


Ww oUR NEW Wells Agent, Richard 
Wevell, briefs his speakers on the 
nationalisation of industrial) assurance 
hell do so with a first-hand knowledge 
of the industry, gained during his years 


as (a Section Superintendent for the 
Prudential. : 
A Cornishman, Wevell was. formerly 


secretary of the Liskeard L.L.P. and dur- 
ing his period of office saw its member- 
ship and bank balance increase _three- 
fold. He is also Editor of the highly 
successful Labour's Cornish Voice (see 
this column August), which has played 
such a big part.in the growth of our 
forces in that County. He now tells me 
that plans are well advanced for a Wells 
edition of the Voice. If they materialise, 
the Party will have secured a first-rate 
propaganda medium. 


OUTHPORT IS PROUD of its baby. -For 
baby has grown up so quickly that 
he’s not only walking beside Dad but is 
giving him a helping hand. In short, 
the Southport League of Youth maga- 
zine, Prospect, recently became _ the 
official journal of the local Trades Coun- 
cil and Labour Party. Mainly in 
League hands circulation of this three- 
penny 20-page magazine now runs into 
several thousands. Started as a dupli- 
cated effort Progress has gone from 
strength to strength and now, with the 
official backing of the Party, circulation 
can be expected to increase still further. 
A fine achievement. Dad’s pride is 
justifiable. F 
Ov WARD—one evening’s campaign— 
63 new members. That’s the story 
from the Lazenby Ward of Eston Cen- 
tral L.P. Can anyone better that figure? 
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PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS 


* A. NORMAN SCHOFIELD, tum, 


A COMPREHENSIVE WORK DEALING FULLY WITH THE LAW 
AND PRACTICE OF PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS AS CONSOLI- 
DATED IN THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT, 1949. 


In this work the author deals with the complexities of the new legislation 
in a practical way, which makes it an ideal reference book for those . 
responsible for the conduct of elections. The text is set out under bold 
headings, and the book includes the relevant Statutes and Regulations. 
A feature of the book is the full and well arranged index. : 

The important changes in the law and the new duties make it imperative 
that no election agent or candidate should be without a copy, in view of the 
responsibilities which each has before, during and after the election. The 
author has been particularly careful to point out the many pitfalls, and makes 
suggestions for avoiding them. 


PRICE 


52/6 


(Postage and packing 1/- extra) 


SHAW & SONS 
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Law Puhlishers 


7,8 & 9 FETTER LANE, FLEET STREET 
LONDON, E.C.4_ 
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AYBE IN 200 YEARS from now, as the 
result of natural development, man 
will have no difficulty in living in perfect 
ease, free from mental worry and bad 
_ memory, and will be able to cope with the 
it continual demands on his memory. But 

_meanwhile, we who are living to-day, must 
a bring to our aid methods and means to 
counterbalance our. human _ weaknesses. 
Few of us like records, files and office 
_ systems—nor do we like wearing glasses, 

bu: when we have defective vision we 
use artificial aid. 

The 1949 Representation of the People 
Act has introduced many important 
: changes from which we will benefit if we 

_ prepare immediately. There will be little 
_time for preparation during the actual 
‘period of the campaign. 


duced, and are supplying to Parties .who 


I the South West Region we have intro- | 


: HALLS FOR MEETINGS 


“ ‘Full advertising address 


BOOK THROUGH: 


' Booking Fee. Election period & 0 ge 
Seating capacity... 
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Don’t Rely on Your Memory 


By E. V. REES, Assistant South Western Regional Organiser 


_Tequire them, a set of four Record; or it 


you wish, Memory Cards. They are simple 
in lay-out but will record essential infor- 
mution on: 


Transport : Halls -for Machiuigs’ Speakers 
and Chairmen: Trade Union Affiliations 
and Membership, 


By using these cards it is no longer neces- 
sary to memorise valuable information nor 
to resort to untidy scraps of paper. 

Records and files, in the field of organ- 
isation, are the artificial aid. to human. 
weaknesses, Once they have been tried 


you will no more think of scrapping them’ 
than you would of discarding your den- 
tures or throwing away your glasses. 

The cards cost about 6d. per dozen. They. 
will save a lot of worry and guesswork and 
can’ be obtained from me if orders are 
sent through the Organiser office. 


Non-Election peritt i. 
Method of lighting............0t-.00000: cow cbuthach cape ee otcse te ae 


Music licence 


APIS ED OSIEL SIA, NIGUIE SEL cos oan tr acBasydprnasnes-Fordvscnsealiessiros Sanspnngnoaaserasshie 


Affiliated 


POLITICAL 
: : Anieposihip 


Date 


Tivo of the four cards, The ‘Halls’ card (in the same series as ‘Speakers’ and ‘Transport’) 


measures 6 in. X 5 in. 


The Trade Union card is 6 in, 


x 4 in. The reverse side of the 


.card has headings for further information. 
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Jrap oFFIce has issued a leaflet to all 
Tr baat giving full- particulars con- 
cerning the next Register of Electors, Here 
is all the material for a handbill which 
could be suitably adapted to suit the 
i - constituency and circumstances. 3 


Three Parts” ok: 3 
On January 1o'next (Scotland, January 17) 


ae all Electoral Registration Officers will pub- 


lish Electoral Lists. These will consist 
of three parts. List ‘A’—a copy of the 
Register in force; List ‘B’—those who are 
newly qualified to go on the Register; List 
_ ‘@’—those who have ceased to be qualified. 
These lists are displayed, or are avail+ 
able for inspection, at the Electoral 
Registration Officer’s Office, and usually 
at Post Offices and Libraries. nt 


Good Business 


These lists can be obtained by agents, 
who should make them available at the 
office and encourage people to call and 
examine them. Much valuable informa- 
tion can thus be gathered from a new 
angle, and agents can be of help in 
obtaining and completing Claim Forms for 
those who have been omitted. It is good 
business and it will well repay you to 
advertise the fact and to be available at 
given hours from January 10 to January 
24 (Scotland, January 17 to January 31) to 
all constituents, It is a job of work which 
would be appreciated by all your officers, 
members and supporters. 


Avoid This 


Remember that no blame could possibly 
* be levelled at the Agent or the Party if 
anyone did eventually find their name had 
been left off the Register, We all know 
only too well that at election times people, 
when it is too late to help, have an 
unhappy knack of finding out that they 
have not got a vote. They come com- 
plaining to the Committee Room. We 
don’t want this sort of situation to arise, 
of course, and above all we don’t want to 
lose a single vote. 
It is the wise agent who thinks in advance 


and makes sure now. This job of Registra- . 


tion is of first-rate importance and clearly 
is part of the work expected by any Party 
from its Agent. 


oo 


_ by Head Office. | 


' they 


~ ® wearLet giving full d 
LX lars of the me erases os 

ostal and proxy voting has D Assu 
b foe. As with the leaflet o' 
new Register, Agents and Secretaric 
find here all the material required fc 
handbill or leaflet which could be prin 
and circulated locally. -, a 
There are several new provisions W 
all electors should be made conver 
with, and agents will be well advised 
make every effort to put the fa 
before all their supporters. 4 
~ Special attention should be drawn to th 
Removals or Change of Residence Po 
Vote. It is~granted for Purlininentad 
elections. only, and the elector must ha 
moved outside of the Borough, Urban Di: 
trict, or Rural Parish where the vote 
in order to be entitled to claim. ei 
* Let us see to it that this matter of postz 
and proxy voting is broadcast to al ou 
supporters. Here are full details of th 
regulations. The legal wording has, as fz 
as possible, been put into simple languag 
They apply to Parliamentary, Count 
Council,» Borough Council and Urba 
District Council Elections, ~ 


POSTAL VOTES 


INVALIDS AND BLIND PERSONS 
Those who are prevented by _ physic 
incapacity from going to their polling pla 
and blind persons can vote by po: 
Apply now to the Electoral Registratic 
Officer at the local council offices for cai 
RPF, 7. Fill in particulars required, g 
your doctor to sign, in the space provide 
that your statement is correct, then pc 
the card back. This card is official 
stamped for posting. 


BY NATURE OF OCCUPATION ( 
EMPLOYMENT: Those who are unlike 
to be at their home address on polling d 
because their employment takes the 


—_———_—— oo oO 


‘The next Register of Electors will come 


into force on March 15, 1950, and all 
names will remain on this Register 
until March 14, 1951. -These electors 
will be entitled to vote at any election 
held. for that particular constituency 
during this period. 


SO oo 


Special Note: 
instances the postal vote, when granted, 


ray and so making it peposnbiil to go to 


! vote in person. Apply now to the Electoral’ 
Registration Officer at the local council 
offices for card RPF, 7, fill in Sataiprein 
peed then post the card back, 


_ JOURNEY BY AIR OR SEA: Those who 


‘are unable to go in person, from their 


home address, to their polling place 


without making a journey by air or sea. 
Apply now to the Electoral Registration 


Officer at their council offices for card 


RPF, 7, fill im particulars required then 


post the card back. 


In each of the above 


will continue’ in force for an indefinite 
period, until either the voter cancels it or 
ceases to be on the Register of Electors, or 
until the Electoral Registration Officer 
gives notice to the contrary. <A postal 


voter cannot vote in person at the polling 


place. 
Latest Time for Claiming: For Parlia- 
mentary Elections. Not later than the 


day before the writ is received. For Local 
‘Government Elections. 


Not later than the 
day before the notice of election may be 
published.- 


CHANGE OF RESIDENCE: In this 


_ instance a postal vote can be granted for 


Parliamentary [Elections only. . 


_which they have a vote. 


“particulars required, then 


Those 
who have removed’ outside of the bor- 
ough, urban district or rural parish, for 
Apply to the 
Electoral Registration Officer at the local 
council offices for card RPF, 8, fill in 
post the card 


back. This card is officially stamped for 


posting. Latest Time for Claiming: Not 
later than the day before the writ is served. 


SERVICE VOTERS: Those stationed in 
the United Kingdom at the time of an 
election. Apply to the Electoral Registra- 


-tion Officer at the Council Offices in the 


area for which they have a vote, for form 
F/Votée/35, fill in particulars required and 
post back. Latest Time for Claiming: 

Two days before the last day for nomina- 
tions. 


STAL AND PROXY VOTING 


PROXY VOTES | 


MERCHANT SEAMEN: The Electoral neg 
Registration Officer—of the constituency 
- concerned—will send to all members of — 

the ‘Merchant Navy, whose names have __ 
been included on the Form ‘A’ sent to all 


occupiers for a return to be made of resi- 


dents, the following forms: 
explanatory leaflet. RPF, 7. Card to be | 
treated as an absent voter. RPF,10. Form — 


for application for appointment of proxy. 


’ Should the voter so desire these shoals 


be completed, with the 


particulars 
required, and then posted back. 


In both © 


. cases they are officially page! for post. 


ing. 

ARMED FORCES: Ap plicacon should 
be made at the unit or ship for card 
F/Vote/33. Fill in particulars required 
and if it is desired to appoint-a proxy, 
then part 2 must be completed. This card 
is officially stamped for posting. 


CIVILIANS: Those. who are likely to 
be at sea or outside the United Kingdom 
owing to their occupation or employment, 
should apply to the Electoral Registration 
Officer at the Local Council Offices for  - 
forms RPF, 7 and RPF, ro. Fill in. 
particulars required and post back, 


Latest Time for Claiming: Application 
must be received by the Registration 
Officer not later than the day before the 
writ is received. 

Special Note: A person appointed as a 
proxy voter must.be 21 years of age, not 
subject to any legal incapacity as an 
elector and must be a British subject or a 
citizen of the Republic of Ireland. 


CROWN SERVANTS ABROAD: Apply 
to the Government Department concerned 
for form ‘Estavote’, and for wife, form. 
‘Estasuffrage’, Fill in particulars required 
and return to the same department, who 
will transmjt the form to the Electoral 
Registration Officer direct. . Application 
for such declaration shall not be made 
more than six weeks before the date on 


which the applicant expects to leaye the |” 


United Kingdom. 


DUPLICATING 


Circulars @ Bulletins @ Minutes @ Reports. 


First-Class Work. Posted by Return. 


We specialise in Labour and T.U. Work. 
EXPEDITE DUPLICATING BUREAU, 51 Tothill St., London, S.W.I 


RPF, 28.. An 


f our youngest agents, is one 
ew agents recently endorsed by 
National Executive Committee. s, 


ie who has been in the Party for 
rs and a trade annie for six, was 


ember of the Worcester CUP; execu- 
- committee, and secretary 
rcester C.L.P. and District Council of 
your. In the trade union field he was 


as also had control of local elections. 
_ Agent at PENRITH AND BORDER is ALEX. 
craic, former railwayman, who has been 
_ in the Party for 14 years, acted as secre- 
_ tary of his C.L.P. since 1945, and has 
|’ been secretary of the Highland Constitu- 
__ encies Conference since its inception, 
1 Mr. Craig was election agent for the 
Inverness division in 1945, and controlled 
the Burgh Municipal elections in 1946, 
when four candidates were returned for 
Labour for the first time in more than 
20 years, 
At souTH porssT .the appointment has 
gone tO CHARLES PORTER, I4 years in the 
Party, who. is a member of his divisional 
executive and has had local election 
Bxperience. 


; Epi agent to that aed 


Youth. He was also a ward secretary, - 


of the- 


cretary of his U.S.D.A.W. branch. He | 


-of WILLIAM THOMAS, 


control of both Borough ‘Council and 
County Council elections. | At ORMSKIRK 


new agent is 32-year-old ARTHUR WA 
who holds Diploma No. 394 for the P 


course of Electoral and Party Organisation. aaa 
bys 


_ Until recently a Regional Organiser for 
the Crusade for World Government, an 


before that a Liberal Party agent, HARR 
EpwarDs has taken on the agency at 
ROSSENDALE. A member of his. divisional 
executive, 


agent. 


Another young man to receive an appoint- me 


ment is 23-year-old ERIC ROWE, now at 
BATH, who comes from Cornwall, where 
he was secretary of the North Cornwall. 
GiB: ‘ 

26 Years in Party 


Twenty-six years in the Party and thirty- . 


one as a trade unionist, is the background 
now agent at 
MiTtcHAM, Mr. Thomas-has acted -as sub- 
agent at Parliamentary elections. The. 
other two appointments are at SHREWSBURY 
and LEITH, where the agents are, respect." 
ively, M. N. POVAH and GEORGE BEATTIE: 


te Po ae aie bo nea 


| cating All Organisers... 


Organisers | 
Melville 
Topper, 105, Clapton | 


| Common, London, 
E 
E 
} 
: 


London 
contact: 


Manilla 


E.5. (STAmford Hill 
9707+) 


PROMPT ATTENTION 
EARLY DELIVERY 


ovarenvavULevereevevTUCUVCONOCNEURONTEVERVENUERY NV rERerre? 


. with the news that our distinctive printing 
- and quality stationery is at your service _ . 


oA tnn een eeeecneeaerennensenereressesennequnnesuaeerananesessmeeeuneree'y 


SPECIAL OFFER | 
3%4 in. by 6 in. Commercial | 
Envelopes | 
i gummed) at 11/6 per 1,000 ; Jon, W.4. (CHiswick 
(inclusive nf Tax), delivered | 
ree, 


SEND IN YOUR ORDER NOW 


THE ARMSTRONG PRESS LTD. 


euevantaitarnesrineeasviar piss eee err WoEaRT Ge purist iiofrreiaeeeteeee eee taco See eee 
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Country Organisers 
contact: 468, High 


(well ; Road, Chiswick, Lon- 


0929.) 


COMPLETE SATISFACTION: 


F eanenasnnganonny. 


a Bedford Party member, — ‘ 
ARTHUR HILL, has been appointed at NORTH 
ISLINGTON, whilst at HARRow the former | i: 
Bristol South agent, T. B. THOMAS, is now i 


ADDAAEAASSMAAL(RAAASOOASAAAB00SA2600NS0AS0AKRSR0028200,0AA5A80RAA0000000000080000000002000000550000N00NAG 


MM, 3 Be 


ee a i ° 


_ charge for postage, to each elector one postal communication not exceeding 2 ounce. 
Arrangements with Local Head 


Postmasters : 
Must be made at least one clear day before 


first postings are to be made. If the candi- 


date desires to post communications at 


more than one office, and wnder the 


control. of different Head Postmasters, all 


the initial arrangements should be made ° 
with only one of them. ' 


_ Election Material Only 


Every package must only contain matter 
which relates solely to the election. Com- 
munications which include advertisements 


_ or other extraneous matter must be pre- 


paid. 
Envelopes elie 
Sealed or open must not exceed g x 4% 


‘inches. The flaps of open envelopes must 
_be tucked in and the opening must not be 


more than 414 inches, 


Folds 
Folded communications not sealed or 
enclosed in envelopes shall have the folds 
tucked in and must not exceed 6 x 
inches. If the folder is sealed in any way, 
the same conditions apply as for 
envelopes. 
Minimum Size 
The minimum size permitted for all com- 
munications must not be less than 4 
inches in length or 234 inches in width. 
Imprint 
The words ‘Election Communication’ must 
be printed, stamped, or written at the 
top of the address side of each packet. Any 
other printing must be confined to the left- 
hand side, the right-hand. side being 


reserved exclusively for the address. 
Placing in Order 

All packages must be faced the same way 
and tied up in bundles of 120 and sorted 
according to streets: 


Complete streets in 


PAPERS, STENCILS, 
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_ PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 
| Section 79 (a) of the RP.A. 1949. “4 candidate * a Palanan owwietennon 
subject'to the regulations of the Postmaster General, be entitled to send, free of an 


‘local Postmaster. 


MORTONS FOR STATIONERY 


ee ee ee ESP 
Write for samples and new List of ENVELOPES, DUPLICATING 


etc.,as supplied to scores of Labour Party and Trade Union Offices 
MORTONS, 51 BAYLIS ROAD ° 


Ser 


shal 


excess of 120 packets made be made up in 
one bundle. A slip of paper, showing the 
number of communications it contains, 
must be attached to each bundle, : 


Certificate of Posting state He 
The communications must be accompanie 
by a prescribed certificate, in duplicate. An _ 
unsealed specimen package must be pro- — 
duced for inspection and retention by the _ 


Posting Before Nomination Day pa 
A candidate wishing to exercise his right — 
to the free postage before nomination day __ 
is required to deposit a sum of {50 as 
security for payment of postage, and sign 
a declaration to pay full postage should 
he not eventually be nominated. ae 


- 
. 


Unopposed Candidates _ te a 
No free post will be accepted after 
nomination day from a candidate returned 
unopposed. ' 


yb enna by Postal Authorities eke 
/yWhere a large number of communications, _ 


say 1,000 or more, are ready for despatch 
at any one time, arrangements may be ~ 
made with the local Head Postmaster for 
them to be collected from the Candidate’s 
committee rooms. car 


Delivery - 
Delivery by the Postal authorities will be 
made with the least possible delay, but 
they cannot guarantee delivery of any 
communication which is posted less than 
2 clear days before Polling Day, 


Re-Directed Communications : 
Any communication which is re-directed 
from the original address will be for- 
warded without cost if the new address 
is sufficient and is within the United King- 
dom, provided it is reposted not later than 
the day after delivery. 


INKS, TYPEWRITER RIBBONS and CARBONS 


LONDON, S.E.I 


gathered information on miscellaneous 
s ranging from purchase tax on 
election material, to the registration of 
_ motor cars, Make a note of this data, It 
will be useful. : 


Purchase Tax E 
Election material as such is not exempted 
from purchase tax where it is due. Canvass 
material which is of the character of 
stationery is taxable. Election addresses 
_ which have a ,space or panel reserved 
_ merely for the insertion of the name and 
address of the elector for purposes of post 
~ or delivery are not subject to tax on that 
account. They are of the same category 
as printed prospectuses of companies which 
* may have a space for addresses and do not 
thereby become taxable as stationery. - 


Deposit 

Under paragraph 10 of the Second 
Schedule the sum of one hundred and 
fifty pounds is deposited by the Candidate 
or on his behalf. Paragraph 54 prescribes 
that the deposit ‘shall be returned to the 
* person making it or his personal repre- 
sentatives. It would appear that interpre- 
tation would allow of the deposit -being 
returned to the election agent if it was 
originally made by the election agent on 
the Candidate’s behalf. .The deposit is to 
_ be returned ‘as soon as practicable after 

_ the result of the Election is declared.’ 


Party Insurance of the Deposit 

The {10 premium paid to Headquarters as 
an insurance of the deposit is really an 
internal, party procedure of idemnity 
against loss. It is doubtful if it could be 
classified as an expense incurred in the 
promotion of the candidature of a person 
within the meaning of this phrase. Agents 
can, however, include it in the Candidate’s 
“personal expenses where it does not count 
against the maximum, or in the miscel- 
laneous section. 


Motor Cars 

Registration for Polling Day. Section 88 
requires that all motor vehicles to be used 
on polling day for the conveyance of 
electors to or from the poll shall be regis- 
tered with the R.O. before the day of the 
poll. The index mark and registration 
number of each car. will be listed under 
the appropriate candidate’s name, 

The number of vehicles that may be 


* 


. <a 


unavailable for polling day. On 
electioa agent has, on polling day, 


- Head Office legal ‘expert Harold Croft has 


a aa 


: LOWS Qaee, ee e 
lapses as’ that a car would be 


regis 


‘vided his fleet of registered cars to 
permitted number, he cannot then subs 


tute other registered cars if any of his fleet _ 
become faulty or breaks down. Each car _ 


— 


of the fleet must display a placard 
indicating it is registered with the R.O. 
for conveyance of electors. The R.O. will 
supply a number of these small gummed 
placards without fee to any Candidate, but 


~ 


a Candidate who, wishes to use placards of _ 


a 
A 


his own is at liberty to do so. 
Nomination Form 


‘The form in the Labour Party Election ~ 


Forms: Parcel is based on the prescribed 
form in the Act. The official forms issued 
by R.O’s will be found to have inserted in 
the heading a line ‘Day of Notice of the 
Election...’ The Government Depart- 
ments concerned inserted this line as useful 
for administrative purposes. It does not 
interfere with the actual prescribed form 
and remains ‘a form to the like effect.’ 
Election agents can type in the line in the - 
heading of the Labour Party Forms, but 
even if it is omitted the form is fully legal. 


_| Polling Sheets - Canvass Cards 
Polling Books 


ELECTION | sompes| 
ENVELOPES! ““” 


Be prepared 
Immediate delivery 


Payment after the 
General Election 


THOS. SUMMERBELL 


PRINTER AND STATIONER 


10-11 Green St., Sunderland 


ans 
~ 


“+ ¥ 


who come to the south aie the autumn, 

ll have returned to their homes, and we 
‘may rest assured ,that there will be 
P adequate supplies of bloaters, kippers and 
red herrings for those who nIeK; this 
particular sea food. 


Three Industries 

“We. in Lowestoft have a tbeantend ach 
: is not common to a great number of 
_ constituences in the country. ‘Our area 
contains three main industries—fishing, 
farming, and printing. About 35,000 of 
our total electorate of 56,000 is centred 
in Lowestoft, while the remainder are 


__. miles, comprising 66 Parishes, two Bor- 
-_ oughs and two Urban Districts. We there- 
_ fore have our problems of mobilising the 
rural yote, in addition to the industrial 
vote in the larger boroughs. 

For many years, the main headache of 
ete Lowestoft Party has been the 2,000 
~ electors in Lowestoft who are employed in 
_ the fishing industry. During the war, and 
_up to the publication of the Autumn 
Register this year, we have always found 
that many in the fishing fraternity have 
been left off the Register—owing to the 
fact that the fishermen were drawing 
__ rations from the boat, and the names were 
‘not sent forward from the Food Office. All 
- too often we were forced to tell would-be 
| Labour voters that they would be unable 
“to use their vote, as they were not on the 
Register. With the re-introduction of the 
house to house check, this difficulty has 
now been largely overcome. It does not, 
however, completely solve the pobins of 
| ‘the fishermen’ $ vote, 

a With the close of the -herring season, 

; many of the boats leave Lowestoft with 

their crew to fish in other waters. Our 

efforts now are mainly directed towards 
é the maintenance of an effective Absent 
‘Voters’ List, in order that these men may 
use their vote wherever they may be at 
election times, by taking advantage of the 
Proxy Voting facilities. 

The Form ‘A’ makes provision for these 
persons to be registered as Absent Voters, 
and to appoint a Proxy, if they enter the 
‘letters ‘M.S. in the column provided for 
this purpose. My doubts on the effective- 


ss aia a dieile. we 


4 spread over an area of about 364 square 


aoc meee visit to tthe’ ere 


2 ai fai 4 a ; 
z Lamia cus P. 


% 


to find that of the 2,000 known t 
employed as fishermen, only 60 
been returned marked ‘M.S,’ 

During our canvass conducted through- 


out the summer months, it was realis 


that this position might arise, and every 


_ The results to date are rather disappoint-— é 
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effort was made to glean informatio 
regarding electors in the fishing indus 
When the Form ‘A’ was issued, I reali 
that my list was far from complete, but | 
took the view that a letter sent to those 
whose names we had, would mean that — 
the information would be passed to other 
members of the crew, and would thus help __ 
in making the Absent Voters’ List more 
complete. The letter outlined the pro 

cedure for claiming Absent Voting facili- 
ties, to enable him to vote if working. away 
from his own port. 


Much To Be Done 


ing, and prove that much more has yet _ 
to be done to break the back of this — 
problem. Very soon after Christmas, the 
majority of these men will be leaving 
Lowestoft. Each ward: is therefore 
regarding this problem as of top priority. 
We now intend to seek out the fishing ~ 
fraternity on their own doorsteps—armed 
with Forms RPF 7 and RPF 10 to be 
completed on the doorstep where neces- 
sary. 
The Lowestoft Constituency has reason 
to be proud of its increased membership 
figures this year. We started with 640 — 
members, and shall finish with a member- 
ship not far short of 1,600. If the same. 
amount-of energy is given to the task of 
rounding up these absent voters, we should 

be certain of an Absent Voters’ List not. 
very far short of 100 per cerit. correct when 
the vital struggle comes. 


Labour Party 
Individual Canvass Cards 


The new supplies are printed on thin 
white cards with spaces for two 
elections. Price 7s. 6d. per 1,000, 
with 25 covers and fasteners, carriage 
free. Order now from Head Office. 


directed 


Labour movement and members of this 
anisation will play:a decisive part in 


say, I think with justification, that 
result of the General Election will 

y depend on the party agents. They 
t only have to plan the campaigns and 
ure maximum efficiency but must also 
ly the essential dynamic without 
ich all else fails. So good luck to you 
and may success crown your efforts. 
‘oming Campaigns 


Naturally, as a Union, our thoughts are 
campaigns. » 
_ Although we are doing our best to think 
ahead and to make provision for the 
months following ‘the elections, 
— obvious 
_ decisions and discussions with Head Office 
relate to the immediate necessity of pro- 
viding for 


to the coming 


it is 


that most of our immediate 


the election. Emergency 
procedure is being adopted to secure 
appointments; as a general principle full- 
time agents are voluntarily refraining 
(except where circumstances. make it 


essential) from transferring’ or seeking 


other appointments. Our meetings have 
been reduced to the minimum and I 
imagine that, in the near future, we shall 
suspend same in order that members may 
be completely free to devote themselves to 
the prime task of winning another great 
victory for Labour. 

Dearth of News 

These considerations largely account. for 
the dearth of news that could be passed 
on in these notes in recent weeks, although 
other information has been circulated to 
members by private newsletter. One item 
of news of general interest, however, con- 
cerns regional schools that have, or are, 
being held. A good account of the 
Southern Region’s School sponsored by 
Frank Shepherd has been received, while 
Jim Trotter sends me a glowing account 
of the school held recently for the Lancs. 
and Cheshire agents. Writing from per- 
sonal experience of the London Region’s 
school, conducted by Jim Raisin, I can 
assure members that this was a worthwhile 
effort, particularly for the newer and rela- 
tively inexperienced agents who have been 
recently appointed. 


of 


months that lie ahead—indeed, one — 


benefit of their experience. 


F ae . 
er agents present 
they were most helpful in 


passing on 
One feat 
of this school which I thought: was 
good was the sharing of responsib: 
among older and senior agents, 
ducted groups in detail study 
syllabus. h 
schools will be similarly effective and well | 
worth while. 3 
The Jubilee Conference iv: 


Perhaps I could just remind members of na 
the information given them recently by — 


circular. Applications for credentials for 


the conference (if you are attending as a — 
full-time agent) must be made to the 


General Secretary of the Union in the first 


place and you should do this at once if — 


you have not already done so. The Union 
has made arrangements for a block book- 
ing for members at the Royal Hotel, 
Woburn Place, London. Applications 


. should, similarly, be made to the General 
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Secretary and should be accompanied by 
a. deposit of 10s. per person. Accommo- 
dation will be booked only for agents, 
their wives, and delegates. 


by Head Office. 

Annual conference of the Union is held 
at the same time as the Labour Party’s. 
Consequently our Annual Conference will 
be held, this year, some time in October. 
So, if you. have any ideas on Union 
organisation they will have to be held over 
to then. We shall have quite a busy time. 
Agents’ Charter 
The Union E.C. is already working on a 
number of matters complementary to the 
Agents’ Charter and the Training Scheme 
(which is to be introduced by Head Office 
in 1950) and involving possible changes in 
Union structure and policy. These issues 
will, no doubt, prove controversial and we 
shall probably have a lively time. 
Although it makes much work, I certainly 
look forward, as J am sure members do, to 
these annual ‘meetings. It is already clear 
that we shall have a record attendance— 
possibly an all time record, for our mem- 
bership is now at a very high level, 

We shall continue to keep members in 
touch with the changes that may be pro- 
posed, and in developments of policy, by 


(Continued at foot of col. 1, page 17) 


wid eae 
: of th $4 
I am sure that all of these 


Credentials, © 
reports, and other material will be issued | 


D LECTION AGENTS | oN "CONSTITUENCIES 
having on the. Register electors who 
vfs in Service establishments have found 
it difficult in the past to approach these 
- electors. It would now seem as if the diffi- 
culty has been cleared up toa considerable 
im . extent. 
_ _The political impartiality of the Armed 
~ Forces is something that all democrats 
_ ~ will be anxious to preserve. If at election 
' ~ times canvassers were permitted inside 
- camps obvious difficulties would be 
_ created, so that no reasonable person can 
object to the rules forbidding political 
activity within Forces’ establishments, 
i The Minister of Defence has, however, 
made it clear that it is not the intention 
_ of the Service departments to apply the 
__» rules more restrictively than need be. 
_ For instance, there are groups of military 
_ quarters situated by themselves, away 
from barracks and camps. In many cases, 
too, military quarters are sited on the 
boundaries of Service establishments so 
_. that access can be obtained to them 
without actually going: inside the estab- 
lishments. 
In both instances there will be complete 
freedom of access to the electors in their 
homes. In the case of the conveyance of 
electors to the poll there will be no 
objection to cars waiting outside Service 
camps to pick up electors there. But as 


regards quarters which are inside camps — 


and barracks the existing rules must be 
maintained. 


(Continued from page 16) 


fp newsletter from time to time, so that you 
will all have an opportuuity of turning 
things over in your minds. We hope also 
to be able to report soon on outstanding 
matters from last year’s conference which 
have been referred to the Adjustments 
Board. This body for a number of reasons 
linked with election preparations and the 
National Agent’s illness has not met for 
some months. 

While dealing with this I think I outta 
best close these notes by offering our gooc 
wishes to our old colleague Dick Windle, 
who is now back in harness after some 
weeks in Manor House Hospital. I didn’t 
think he would be out, of the fight for 
long, and although not fully recovered he 
is back in his place and, I gather, spoiling 
for the fray. 


“Third Edition » 
“Revised acd Enlarged — é 
Based on R.P.A., 1949» 


PART ONE 
“Organisation of the Election” r 
PART TWO 
“Statutory Procedure’? ‘ 
PART THREE 
“Various Legal Provisions’” 


. Price 5/9 Post Free (Cash with, 
Order) from 


THE LABOUR PARTY _ 
Transport FIGUSGS Smith Sq-,. ‘S: Ww. 


HE REORGANISED - f 
A LONDON SLUM 


‘ORGANISER’ READERS will be interested in 
Fenner Brockway’s new book, Bermondsey — 
Story (Allen & Unwin, 1 58.). It is a. 
biography of Alfred and Ada Salter, who - 
carried out littlé less than a revolution in 
one of. the most siaupadses areas of 
London. . 
Alfred Salter was one of the waost ; 
brilliant medical students this country has 
ever known, but he gave up the prospects 
of Harley Street to become a poor man’s 
doctor in Bermondsey. He was to have 
been Liberal’ candidate in 1906, but just 
prior to the election became conyerted to 
Socialism and-threw up_ his political 
career just as he had sacrificed a medical 
career, 
With Evelyn Lowe, and his wife Ada, he 
prepared a plan to capture Bermondsey 
for Socialism in 12 years, and in fact: this 
was completely achieved in 1925, since 
when the - Parliamentary, L.C.C. and 
Borough Council seats have been won for 
Labour. ( 
The slums have been swept away, trees 
and flowers have been planted everywhere, 
and Bermondsey’s Health Service, with the 
first municipal solarium and Health 
Centre, became a model for the whole 
country. Salter afterwards became a Lon- 
don M.-P., but his lasting work was in 
Bermondsey itself . The story of his life is 
as fascinating as a novel, and Socialists 
will gain both inspiration and knowledge 
from it. 
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N THE ELECTORAL REGISTERS’ BILL which 
was before the House of Commons on 
cember 13, 
oung voters who attain their majority by 
before June 15 in each year to be 
egistered, was. carried. Here are the 
relevant parts of the amendment: 
A person who is not of full age on the 
ualifying date for a Parliamentary or 
‘ocal government election in a constituency 
or electoral area in Great Britain, being 
_ * an-election at which the date fixed ‘for the 
poll falls within the period beginning with 
‘the second day of October in any year 
and ending with 


the next following 
_ full age on the fifteenth day of June in 
that year and is otherwise entitled so to 
| do, be entitled to vote as an elector at that 
eta’ election, and the reference in subsection 
(1) of section eight of the principal Act 
{which relates to registration rights) to 
“persons who may be entitled to vote as 
electors at Parliamentary eléctions for 
which any register is to be used and the 

_ reference in subsection (2) of that section 

* to persons who may be entitled to vote as 


electors. at local government elections for 


which any register is to be used shall, in 
the application of those subsections to 
Great Britain, be construed accordingly. 


Operative in 1951 

his section and the Schedule to this 
Act consequential to this section’ shall 
have effect with respect to elections for 
which registers to be published in the year 
nineteen hundred and fifty-one and sub- 
sequent years are to be used and with 
respect to such registers and forms to be 
used for the purposes of such elections, 


Moving the adoption of the amendment, 
' the Home Secretary, Mr, Chuter Ede, said: 
‘When this Bill was before the House 
earlier, in Committee, an Amendment was 
moved by my hon, Friend the Member 
for Hornchurch (Mr. 
the question of what was to happen to 
the people who would have come on the 
register at the half-year in which, in 
future, no register will be published, and 
my hon. Friend the Under- Secretary of 
State undertook to report to me the feeling 
of the House in the matter. I also had 


fifteenth day of March, shall, if he is of: 


an amendment to allow 


Lege : 


EGISTE Lis 


the advantage of reading the report of the 
' discussion which took place and it s 


to me that if it were possible, witha 
imposing any serious additional expen 
ture on either the taxpayer or the rat 


payer, then it was very desirable that some 
arrangement should be made whereby. in- 


practice the advantages of a six months? 


é 


register should be -pReveRr eds a 


Meets The Point = Mew. 

‘The Amendments which were made in 
another place secure that. What will 
happen in future will be that when the 


canvass is made for the annual register a. _ 


space will be provided on the form which _ 
will enable the householder to enter the © 
names of those persons who, though not 


21 on the qualifying date for the annual — 


register, will become 21 before the day on 
which the intermediate register would have 


_ been compiled in the old way. Those 


people will come into full electoral 
benefit, if I may use that phrase, on 2nd 
October in every year. 


‘I think this meets the point that was_ 


before the House. It does ‘not deal with 
all the people who might have cOme on 
to the register. There are, for instance, 
people who are naturalised during the six 
months and who become eligible, there- 
fore, for entry on the register, but of 
course those people cannot say with cer- 


. tainty when the annual register is com- 


Bing) which raised . 
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piled that they will be naturalised half- 
way through the year. There are also, 
of course, a number of British subjects 
who may come from abroad and who 
similarly will not be able to get on to the 
register, but I think those qualified by 
reason of. attaining the age of 21 are the 
overwhelming majority of the people 
concerned and I think the arrangement 
we have made will meet the point areas 
them. 


Astonishing 


‘It. is astonishing how many words it 
takes in a Bill to achieve an apparently 
simple. purpose. I am assured that alli 
these words are necessary to achieve the 
purpose which the House had in mind 
and I commend the Amendment to the 
House in the belief that it fully carries 


. 


Pry oO Sew eee fire 
ae . i Y a a 


ut the point which my hon, Friend the 
der-Secretary of State undertook to 
mnsider.’ ; ; 
_ Negligible Cost 
é Winding up the discussion, Mr. Ede 
_ *By leave of the House, I would say that 
my own belief is that the extra cost of 
this will be really negligible. It really 
is: the extra cost of printing what may be 
| $0me 350,000 names spread over the 
_ fegisters of over 600 constituencies. I do 
"hot think that on that basis the cost will 
__ be very considerable. We have, of course, 
_ endeavoured to secure that these names 
_ shall be picked up during the course of 
the ordinary registration, I suppose that 
if one went into the exact cost one would 
find that the most costly item of all would 
be the, time taken in some households in 
_ writing in one or two additional names 
_ on the register. I propose that there shall 
be space for two names on the forms 
sent out, because that will allow for twins, 
and I do not think that we should be 
expected to provide for those families in 
which fleundity on some occasions is 
rather higher than that; and if we came 
across triplets or quadruplets or even 
quintuplets I have no doubt that their 
hames could be inserted between the lines.’ 


¥ 
w 


‘The non-political 
dustmen 


“‘The politics of the dustmen are on a par 
with their literary attainments—they can- 
not be said to have any. I cannot say that 
they are Chartists, for they have no very clear 
knowledge of what ‘the charter’ requires. 
They certainly have a confused knowledge 
that it is something against the Government, 
and that the enactment of it would make 
them alright; but as to the nature of the 
benefits which it would confer on them... 
they have not the slightest idea.” 


Henry Mayhew wrote that in 1851. 
Not only have education and politi- 
cal consciousness made enormous 
strides since then, but the Labour 
Movement has its own daily news- 
paper, the DAILY HERALD, to 
fight with fact on your side every 
day. Make it part of your propa- 
ganda work to spread the reader- 
ship of this powerful ally. 


Every Labour supporter should read the 


DAILY HERALD 
SAAS LD 
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The Book You’ve Been 
Waiting For 


Reviewed by PAT CAVANAUGH 


A‘. last a revised and enlarged edition 
of Harold Croft’s Conduct of Parlia- 
mentary Elections* has been published. 
All of us have been anxiously awaiting 
the issue of this book and the tone of 
some ‘of the letters received at Head 
Office have suggested that it was not 
Teceiving quite the priority it deserved. 


Midnight Oil 


But the fact that the Representation of 
the People Act, 1949, did not receive the 
Royal Assent until November 24, and yet 
the book was ready for distribution three 
weeks later, clearly shows that quite a 
lot of midnight oil has been spent in its 
preparation. . 

Its 130 pages, excluding the index, are 
full of practical hints and guidance, as 
well as giving all the legal references 
where necessary. 

It has been arranged in three parts, each 
part complete within itself but at the 
same time complementary to the others. 
Part I deals with the general organisation 
of an election, commencing with the 
appointment of the Agent, and proceed- 
ing through all the stages of the cam- 
paign up to the closing of the poll. 

Part II is concerned with the statutory 
procedure in an election. The _publica- 
tion of Notice of Election, Delivery of 
Nomination Papers, Withdrawals, Objec- 
tions, Appointment of Polling and Count- 
ing Agents, Counting of Votes, Return 
of Expenses, etc., etc, 


Technical Yet Interesting 

Part III contains all the various legal 
provisions connected with an election. 
The Issue of Poll Cards, Free Postal 
Delivery, Conveyance of Electors to the 
Poll, Absent and Proxy Voters, Loud 
Speakers, Bands and Music, Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices, and so on. These are, 
of course, only a few of the many items 
dealt with in this comprehensive book 
which should be.in the hands of every 
Agent, Candidate and Active Worker. 

It has been written with an almost com- 
plete absence of legal terminology and 
apart from its use as a technical reference 
book it will hold the interest of the 
reader from beginning to the end. 

* Obtainable only from the Labour Pub- 
lications Department. Price 5s. 6d., plus 
3d. postage. 


Labour Party Publications 


LEAFLETS (per 1,000 carriage paid) 

HEY, HALF A MINUTE. 25s. 7 

UST A MOMENT. 22s. 6d. 7 
XT TIME I CALL. 15s. 


THERE’S A PLACE FOR EVERY WOMAN IN THE LABOUR PARTY. 15s. 
FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS. 6s. 


PAMPHLETS 


POLICY: 

LABOUR BELIEVES IN BRITAIN. Post free: 1 copy 74d. ; 12, 4s. 6d. 
TOWARDS TOMORROW SERIES: ; 
PUBLIC OWNERSHIP: THE NEXT STEP 

SCIENCE AND SOCIALISM | Pout free : 1 copy, 3d. ; 12, 1s. 6d. 
SMALL MAN: BIG WORLD : ; 
GENERAL: 

RE-EQUIPPING BRITAIN. Post free: 1 copy, 4d. 

PROUD HERITAGE. Post free: 1 copy, 4d. ; 12, 2s. 9d. 

WE LIVE BY THE LAND, 1 copy 4d. 

ILLUSTRATED PUBLICATIONS: 


FAMILY CIRCLE. Post free: 1 copy, 8d.; 12, 5s.; 50, 17s. ; 100, £1 10s. 
WELCOME. Post free: 1 copy, 8d. 
YOU AND TOMORROW. Post free: 1 copy, 4d. 


LEAGUE OF YOUTH 
LABOUR’S LEAGUE OF YOUTH (Pamphlet). Post free: 1 copy, 3d ; 12, is. 6d. ; 100, 10s. 
TEAMWORK’S THE ANSWER (Leaflet). Carriage Paid: 15s. per 1,000. 
LABOUR’S VANGUARD. Carriage paid: 25s. per 1,000. 


BOOKS 
SOLDIERS OF LEAD. Post free: 1 copy, 2s. 8d. 
SPEAKERS’ HANDBOOK. 1049-s50.. Post free: 1 copy, 2s. 4d. 
PARTY ORGANISATION 
CONDUCT OF LOCAL ELECTIONS—ENGLAND | Post free: 1 copy, 1s. 5d.; 6, 6s. ; 
AND WALES 12; 11s.; 25, £1; 50, £2; 100, 
CONDUCT OF LONDON LOCAL ELECTIONS £3 17s. 6d. 
CONDUCT OF SCOTTISH LOCAL ELECTIONS 
FIFTY YEARS MARCH, Post free: 8s 3d. 


WINDOW CARDS 
LABOUR BELIEVES IN BRITAIN. Post free: 12, 4s. 6d.; 50, 16s, 6d.; 100, £1 10s. 


STRIPS 
VOTE LABOUR. Carriage paid : 12, 6d. ; 100, 4s. 
LABOUR BELIEVES IN BRITAIN. Carriage paid : 12, 1s. ; 100, 88. 


BADGES 


LEAGUE OF YOUTH BADGES—stud and brooch. Post free: 2s. each; £1 1s. per dozen. 


LABOUR PARTY BADGES—stud and brooch—red and gilt enamel. Post free: 1s. 6d. each; 
14s. Od. per dozen. 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 


eo ery to SUBSCRIPTION (Pamphlets, leaflets, booklets, Annual Report, Diary). Post 
vee: 15s. 

LABOUR PRESS SERVICE (issued monthly). Post free: 4s. 

FACT: LABOUR PARTY BULLETIN. Post free: 4s. 

LABOUR WOMAN (issued monthly). Post free: 3s. 

LABOUR ORGANISER (issued monthly). Post free: 5s. 

ADVANCE (issued monthly). Post free: 4s. 

LABOUR PARTY TALKING POINTS (twice a month). Post free: 68. 


Orders and Subscriptions should be sent to : 


THE LABOUR PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
Transport House, Smith Square, London, S.W.1 


Printed by the Blackfriars Press, Ltd., Smith-Dorrien Road, Leicester, and ublished 
Labour Party, Transport House, Smith Square, London, | S. if ie 


